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OET 3.1:HUMAN RIGHTS IN INDIA

Course Objective

Human Rights in India course equips students with a comprehensive understanding of the
constitutional, legal, and institutional frameworks protecting rights in the country. Core
objectives typically include analyzing constitutional provisions, examining the protection of
vulnerable communities, and assessing the enforcement mechanisms of human rights bodies.
Specific course objectives generally include: Constitutional Framework: Understanding the scope
of Fundamental Rights, Directive Principles of State Policy, and Fundamental Duties under the
Indian Constitution. Marginalized Communities: Analyzing special legislations - designed to
protect the rights of women, children, Dalits, Adivasis, minorities, and indigenous
populations.Enforcement Mechanisms: Familiarizing students with the functioning and powers
of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), State Human Rights Commissions
(SHRC), and the role of the judiciary.International Standards: Examining the influence of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and international covenants on the Indian legal
system.Emerging Challenges: Assessing modern human rights issues in India, such as terrorism,
globalization, environmental rights, and the criminal justice system.

Course Content

Unit I: An Introduction to Human Rights
e Definition and scope of human rights in contemporary society and governance.
e Historical evolution and significant milestones in the development of human nghts
e Various forms of human rights: Civil, political, economic, social and cultural. .

Unit II: Theories of Human Rights
e Natural law theory: inherent rights and their philosophical foundations
in human dignity.
e Legal theories of human rights: statutory frame works and their
implications for enforcement.

e Marxist and neo-Marxist theories: critiques of capltahsm and their
relevance to human rights.

Unit III: Enforcement and Social Inclusion in India _
e The Constitution of India: Fundamental Rights and their role in protecting citizens.

e National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) and State Human Rights Commission.
(SHRC): Composition, functions and Limitations.

e Analysis of reservation policies for socially and educationally backward
communities.
Course Outcomes:

1.  Understand the concept nature, and evolution of human rights in India and
globally.

2. Explain the constitutional provisions and legal framework relating to human
rights in India.

3.  Examine the role of institutions such as the National Human Rights Commission
and State Human Rights Commissions in the protection of human rights. Analyze
issues related to civil, political, social, economic, and cultural rights in the Indian
context. Evaluate human rights concerns relating to women, children, minorities,
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Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and other vulne;*able groups.

Assess the role of government agencies, judiciary, and non-governmental
organizations in promoting and protecting human rights.
5. Develop critical thinking and research skills to examine contemporary human
rights issues and policy responses in India.
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